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Law Society RFC




7s & Netball Tournament
2019 summary

Sunday 22nd September saw 60 teams from 38 law and financial services firms compete at the annual Law Society RFC 7s & Netball Tournament. Regular attendees were joined by new firms hoping to take home silverware, and the bragging rights that come with it. This year saw two new winners of the Cup competitions, some changeable weather and a significant amount of quality intra-company bonding.
The day started with teams registering and receiving one of the perks of the Tournament, sponsored balls, provided by Brockwell Capital, a transactional risk underwriter at Lloyd’s. Last minute niggles were worked on by the team at Six Physio, in time for matches starting at 11.00am. A packed schedule meant all courts/pitches were in use throughout the day, though most teams found time to watch some of the England vs Tonga match at the Richmond club house.

Rugby
New entrants to the Tournament Birketts took on and beat every team they met, including multiple past winners Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer, who they narrowly pipped 17-15 in the final of the Cup. 
The Law Society RFC regained the Plate, with a well fought victory over Linklaters that saw both teams barely able to stand come the final whistle.

Watson Farley Williams took the Bowl beating a combined Milbank & School of Hard Knocks (the official charity of the Tournament) team. 
All finals were close affairs and it was great to see the spirit of the game shining through. 

Whilst Osborne Clarke had a tough day at the office (in the Cup competition), they kept going throughout the Tournament and were deservedly awarded the Fair Play award. 

Netball
The Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer team did one better than their male counterparts by winning the Cup, beating new entrants Goodwin Procter in a tight final 6-4. 

Another new entrant Lloyd’s of London (recent winners of the Corporate Games) took home the Plate, beating Pinsent Masons in the Final. 
The Bowl was secured by Squire Patton Boggs who beat the Law Society RFC. 
As with the rugby, all finals were played with excellent attitude and at a high intensity which saw the players ready for much-needed refreshment at the end of the Tournament!
A delayed arrival at court by the opposition saw the Travers Smith team agree to an additional period of play (which was not required) and which ultimately led to them being knocked out of the competition. They were rightly presented with the Fair Play award for such sportsmanship.
The day wrapped up with a raucous awards ceremony (photos below), hog roast for the players and continued competition on the ‘beer-pong’ tables. While the team from William Fry (over from Ireland) didn’t manage to win any silverware, they did provide the best craic once the Tournaments were done and dusted.
Richmond Athletic Association continues to be a high-quality venue for these types of tournaments. We’re already looking forward to next year and understand mixed-touch may be on the cards, as well as a link up with Legal Geek (the Law Society RFC media partner) which could see another step-up in the tournaments PR and reach in 2020. 
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Rugby winners: Birketts LLP



Netball winners: Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer 

For further information please contact Daniel How at: lawsocietyrugby7s@yahoo.co.uk
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