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Law Society RFC Festival of Sport in association with SRM Recruitment
2026 ‘Wrap-Up’
Over 100 teams turned out for the 51st Law Society RFC Festival of Sport in association with SRM Recruitment, battling it out across five different sports at a sun-drenched Richmond Athletic Association with teams from across the law and financial services industries.

The standard of play across the tournaments was some of the highest seen in recent years:
Netball

Twenty-eight teams lined up for this year’s largest tournament with PWC, Barclays Legal, Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner and the Law Society RFC battling it out in the semi-finals of the Cup. Eventual winners of the tournament, Barclays Legal, swept all before them comprehensively beating PWC in the final 15-5. 

Simmons & Simmons beat Fieldfisher 11-5 in the final of the Plate, with Charles Russell Speechleys seeing off Eversheds Sutherland 15-4 in the final of the Bowl. 

The Law Society RFC took home the Fair Play award, which this year was sponsored by Deep Judge AI, making up for their narrow loss to Barclays Legal in the semi-final of the Cup (the closet any other team got to them on the day!).

Men’s Football
Another busy tournament saw twenty-four teams taking to the field with Cameron Mckenna Nabarro Olswang looking for the three-peat of Cup wins! They came through unbeaten to the semi-final against Addleshaw Goddard, with Ashurst and Fieldfisher making up the other side of the tournament.

Having overcome Addleshaw Goddard on penalties, they met Fieldfisher in the final, with the game (again) ending in a 0-0 draw, and CMS ultimately retaining the Cup with a sterling performance from their goalkeeper.

Cleary Gottleib Steen & Hamilton beat Stephenson Harwood in the final of the Plate with Pinsent Masons beating Baker McKenzie 3-2 in the final of the Bowl.

The Fair Play award ensured Cleary Gottleib Steen & Hamilton went home with two awards on the day and the adulation of the referees for the way in which they acted throughout the tournament. 
Women’s Football

A flurry of late dropouts saw five teams taking to the field in a round-robin pool format leading to a final of the Cup and Plate. New winners Clyde & Co beat Cameron McKenna Nabarro Olswang 2-0 in the final of the Cup, with Dentons beating Ashurst 2-1 in the final of the Plate. 

Cameron Mckenna Nabarro Olswang were awarded the Fair Play award for their sporting behaviour over the course of the tournament, including the way in which they handled defeat in the final. 
Mixed Tag

Twenty-four teams took part in this year’s tournament with new entrants BP Supply Trading & Shipping beating all comers for their maiden Cup win, including a hard-fought victory against the Law Society RFC in the final.
Barclays Legal doubled up their trophies for the day, beating Baker & McKenzie 3-2 in the final of the Plate, with William Fry ensuring they returned home to Ireland with a trophy, beating Bevan Brittan comfortably in the final of the Bowl.

Mishcon de Reya were awarded the Fair Play award having made it through to the semi-finals of the Bowl with mixed results on the field, but a great attitude and response to the referees throughout the tournament. 
Men’s Rugby 7s
Twelve rugby teams took to the field including entrants from both Ireland and France. The standard of rugby was noticeably high throughout the tournament with eventual winners Pinsent Masons putting on a strong showing to sweep through the finals with a convincing win against Slaughter & May, before trumping in a closer match against the Rugby Club du Palais (the French Law Society over from Paris) in the final.
New entrants, and sponsor of the balls, which are provided to entering teams to use and keep, Brockwell Capital beat Ashurst in the final of the Plate, with Rugby Club du Palais heading home with the Fair Play award to make up for their loss in the Cup final (noting they took home the Plate at last year’s tournament).
It was great to see so many young and aspiring lawyers and finance professionals socialising and playing in the various tournaments on the day, with the weather and music helping to keep spirits up irrespective of results on the field. 

A special shout-out to the City’s Solicitors Livery Company, who entered all tournaments and played with a mix of their own players and those available (and able) to make up the numbers as injuries struck throughout the day. 

The usual support was provided by the team at FourFive, with their ‘hydration Defender’ pouring over 2,000 cups of their hydration drinks to keep the players going throughout the day. Whilst the team from the Change Foundation, this year’s charity partner, were on site raising money for the charity whilst promoting the work they doing to showcase ‘Visually Impaired Rugby’ – watch this space for something special at next year’s Festival.
Tournament Director Daniel How told us- ‘It was another great day and the quality of sport on show across the tournament continues to improve year on year. We’re thrilled that this continues to grow and will be looking at including other sports next year – to give firms the opportunity to bring as many of their employees down to take part.’
